2025 Instructions & Guide

Annually Preparing Your Rule of Life
Membership in Society of St Paul the Evangelist

Every member of the Society of Saint Paul the Evangelist (SSPE) shall embrace without reservation its
MISSION COVENANT. In addition, every member of the SSPE shall annually prepare a
PERSONAL RULE OF LIFE that incorporates in a manner appropriate to that member’s

circumstances each of the following commitments inherent in the Pauline approach to mission:

How to Do This Each Year

1. Read each commitment.
2. Pray and Discern.
a. Ask the Holy Spirit how to apply each commitment to your life and ministry.
b. Review your commitment from last year. What worked and what didn’t?
c. You might do this individually during an annual personal prayer retreat and/or
communally with your local ministry team.
3. Write personalized goals, commitments, or personal application.
a. Ifyou like, use the provided online template with space to type or write.
b. Be practical with simple, attainable and measurable goals where they make sense
(“I will pray on Tuesdays with Jason at Starbucks”).
c. Some commitments are straightforward and may not need personalized examples
(e.g., #6). A notation of agreement for these is sufficient. Others should have a
high level of personalization (e.g., #13).
d. Consider your culture and context.
4. Submit your completed “personal rule of life.”
a. First, show it to your spiritual authority (pastor, rector, manager, movement leader,
etc.) to seek input and make any adjustments.

b. Once discerned & approved, submit to Greenhouse.
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greenhouse

Society Of Saint Paul The Evangelist
Greenhouse Movement Of Missional Churches

RULE OF LIFE

Every member of the Society of Saint Paul the Evangelist (SSPE) shall embrace without
reservation its Mission Covenant. In addition, every member of the SSPE shall annually prepare
a Personal Rule of Life that incorporates in a manner appropriate to that member’s
circumstances each of the following commitments inherent in the Pauline approach to mission:

Submitted by:
Submitted to:
On this date:

Mission

1. Commitment To Shared And Personal Evangelism

The sower in the Gospel parable does not target the good soil alone, but rather sows the seed of the
word of the kingdom everywhere (Matthew 13). Similarly, the Apostle Paul urges the young
Timothy to preach the word 2% season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:2). Indeed, early Christians
took advantage of even seemingly adverse circumstances to spread the Gospel: Now those who were
scattered went about preaching the word (Acts 8:4). Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to sharing the gospel both in their regular
ministry and as their personal relationships and circumstances offer them the
opportunity to do so.
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2. Commitment To Following The Lead Of The Holy Spirit

The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So, it 1s with everyone who is born of the Spirit” (John 3:8). It is the Holy Spirit who
leads and “opens doors” to mission in Acts of the Apostles: And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over
and join this chariot” (Act 8:29); and the Spirit told me to go with them (Acts 11:12); the Holy Spirit
said, “set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2); so,
being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia (Acts 13:4). Likewise, it is the Holy
Spirit who redirects mission and “closes doors”: And they went through the region of Phrygia and
Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia (Acts 16:6); And when
they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow
them (Acts 16:7). Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to following the lead of the Holy Spirit rather
than taking the lead themselves, always ready to take up or put down mission as the Spirit

directs.

3. Commitment To Adapt To The Culture And Needs Of Those
Served

The Apostle Paul was determined to remove any and all human barriers to spreading the Gospel: 7
have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. (I Corinthians 9:22). This is
an attitude that respects and embraces other cultures and seeks to overcome barriers resulting from
special needs (e.g., physical handicaps, illiteracy, lack of access to transportation). Accordingly,
Members of the SSPE commit themselves to adapting themselves and their ministry to the
culture and needs of those they serve.
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4. Commitment To Investing In Mission, As Needed, And Sharing
That Same Opportunity With Others

The Apostle Paul reminded Christians that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by
the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:14). All the same, the Apostle Paul and his coworkers voluntarily
worked in the marketplace, when necessary, to provide the financial resources needed to support
their ministry: we labor, working with our own hands (1 Corinthians 4:12). In addition, the Apostle
Paul allowed others to invest in his ministry and thus share in its fruit: ...and you Philippians
yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into
partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help
for my needs once and again. Not that I seek the gift, but I seck the fruit that increases to your credit.
(Philippians 4:15-17). Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to raising the financial support necessary for
their ministry, when those to whom they proclaim the gospel are unable to do so, by
seeking out others to financially partner with them and, if needed, by working outside

the church themselves.
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Life Together

5. Commitment To Gather Together Regularly For Mutual
Encouragement And Prayer For The Needs Of Others

The scriptures teach that we are to gather together regularly for mutual encouragement: And let us
consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another (Hebrews 10:24-25). Likewise, the Apostle Paul writes
to Timothy: First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people (1 Timothy 2:1). Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to meet together regularly for mutual

encouragement and to pray for the needs of others.

6. Commitment To Share Financial Resources For Mission

The earliest Christians were renowned for their singleness of heart expressed in mutual sharing:
Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the
things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common (Acts 4:32). In the same
way, members of the SSPE are of one heart and soul in their common mission. Accordingly,
Members of the SSPE commit themselves to making all financial resources raised for

mission available for application as needed.
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7. Commitment To Assist One Another

The Apostle Paul taught that we are to bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ
(Galatians 6:2). Thus, we should always be both ready and eager to share our time and talents with
our fellow laborers in the Gospel. Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to share their time and talents to assist one

another in the common work of mission.

8. Commitment To Disciple One Another

The Apostle Paul teaches that we ought to profit from the example of others and provide an
example for others to imitate: For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were
not idle when we were with you (2 Thessalonians 3:7); It was not because we do not have that right,
but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. (2 Thessalonians 3:9). Apprenticeship allows us to
benefit from the experience of others, while mentoring allows others to benefit from our own
experience. Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to discipling one another by seeking out
opportunities for apprenticeship and mentoring.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians+3:7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians+3:9&version=ESV

9.

10.

Commitment To Mutual Accountability

The Apostle James urges us to confess our sins to one another (James 5:16), thereby driving out
darkness with light, hypocrisy with sincerity, and pride with humility. Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves maintaining mutual accountability by regularly
confessing their sins to a priest or to another brother or sister in Christ.

Commitment To Maintaining The Unity Of The Spirit In The Bond
Of Peace Through Mutual Forgiveness And Reconciliation

The Lord Jesus taught that Christians’ love for one another is the sign by which they will be
recognized as his disciples: By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another (John 13:35). Thus, unforgiveness and enmity undermine the credibility of those who
would preach the Gospel. Consistent with this truth, the Apostle Paul urged Christians to walk in
a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace (Ephesians 4:1-3). Likewise, the New Testament underscores the urgency of reconciliation: 7f
you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother bas something against
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come
and offer your gift. (Matthew 5:23-24);...do not let the sun go down on your anger (Ephesians 4:26).
Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace through mutual forgiveness and timely reconciliation.
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11. Commitment To Support Godly Leadership
Obey your leaders and submit to them (Hebrews 13:17). Loyal support for godly leadership is

characteristic of Christians who take to heart the Apostle Paul’s directive that we submit to one
another out of reverence for Christ (Ephesians 5:21). Those who have such an attitude will speak the
truth in love (Ephesians 4:15) to their leaders, rather than talebearing and complaining to others.
Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to support the missioner general and others
called to serve in positions of leadership in the movement and to address any concerns

directly to those leaders.
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Personal Walk

12. Commitment To Model Christ

The Apostle Paul urged the Corinthians: Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1).
So too, he urged Timothy to set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in
purity (1 Timothy 4:12), just as the Apostle Peter directs those who shepherd the flock of God to
do so by being examples to the flock (1 Peter 5:3). Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to adhere to the highest standards of moral
conduct, taking special care to set an example of sexual fidelity, the godly stewardship of
possessions, and the use of authority to serve rather than be served.

13. Commitment To Personal Prayer

The Apostle Paul urged us to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Indeed, the Lord Jesus
himself set the example of a life of prayer (e.g., Luke 3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18; 9:28; 10:21;11:1; 22:32;
22:41; 23:34; 23:46) and emphasized the need for prayer in his public teaching (Luke 11:2; 18:1).
Effective mission must be built on a foundation of prayer — an ongoing personal relationship with
the living God, a life awakened to His abiding presence. Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to leading a personal life formed and filled by
prayer.
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14.

15.

Commitment To Remember One Another In Personal Prayer

The Apostle Paul earnestly sought the prayers of fellow Christians to aid him in his mission: Yox
also must belp us by prayer (2 Corinthians 1:11). So too, Paul demonstrated a personal
commitment to praying for the needs of his partners in mission, assuring Timothy, for example,
that / remember you constantly in my prayers night and day (2 Timothy 1:3). Accordingly,
Members of the SSPE commit themselves to remembering the missional and individual

needs of fellow members in their personal prayers.

Commitment To Learn And Apply Holy Scripture

The Lord Jesus quoted scripture himself to remind us of its vital role in our lives: man does not live
by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. (Deuteronomy
8:3 and Matthew 4:4). The Apostle Paul explains further that 2/l Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof; for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). The Apostle James
cautions us, however, that we must convert what we learn in Holy Scripture into action: But be
doers of the word, and not bearers only, deceiving yourselves (James 1:22). Effective mission requires
the faithful study and application of the Word of God written. Accordingly,

Members of the SSPE commit themselves to the regular study of Holy Scripture and to
incorporating its teachings into their life and ministry.
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