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MISSION COVENANT 
 

…to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ ​(Ephesians 4:12) 
 

…our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction. ​(1 Thessalonians 1:5) 

 
In The Name Of God: The Father, The Son, And The Holy Spirit. 

 
The SOCIETY OF SAINT PAUL THE EVANGELIST (SSPE), commonly known as the 
GREENHOUSE MOVEMENT OF MISSIONAL CHURCHES (Greenhouse Movement), is a 
missional movement within the Anglican family of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church.  
The SSPE has discerned a call from God to follow the Holy Spirit’s lead in raising up new 
congregations deeply committed to mission and fully integrated into the Body of Christ made 
manifest in the local Church. In pursuit of this mission, the SSPE strives to raise up and equip lay 
leaders, supported by priests and deacons.  
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Objectives 
 
By God’s grace, the SSPE seeks to achieve the following objectives: 

To Bring The Good News Of Jesus Christ To The World 
Both the Apostle Peter (Acts 2:21) and the Apostle Paul (Romans 10:13) proclaim that God’s promise 
that “​everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved​” (Joel 2:32) has been fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ. The Apostle Paul goes on to remind Christians of the role they must play if people everywhere 
are to benefit from this promise: ​How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? ​(Romans 10:14-15). Accordingly, the SSPE 
is committed to preach the Gospel to everyone, ​both to the far and to the near​ (Isaiah 57:19). In 
addition, the Apostle Paul felt a special call to preach the Gospel to those who had not yet heard it: ​I 
make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I build on 
someone else's foundation, but as it is written, “Those who have never been told of him will see, and those 
who have never heard will understand” ​(Romans 15:20-21), which typically included the vulnerable 
and marginalized: ​For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human 
being might boast in the presence of God. ​(1 Corinthians 1:26-29). Therefore,  
 

1. The SSPE is committed to bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to men, women, and 
children of every race, language, and culture, with a special heart for the 
marginalized and underserved. 

 

To Build Up The Church 
The Apostle Paul teaches that we find the fullness of Christ in his body, the Church:​ And he ​[the 
Father]​ put all things under his ​[Christ’s]​ feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,​ ​which 
is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. ​(Ephesians 1:22-23). Accordingly, the SSPE takes 
specially to heart the Apostle Paul’s exhortation to ​strive to excel in building up the church​ (1 
Corinthians 14:12). Therefore,  
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2. The SSPE is committed to assisting local bishops in their mission of evangelizing and 
building up the church in their diocese by planting new discipling communities of 
faith under their oversight.  
 

3. The SSPE is committed to offering a way for those who already know and love the 
lord Jesus to connect with the historic church. 
 

4. The SSPE is committed to strengthening the bonds of brotherly affection, shared 
witness, and common mission with Christians of other traditions. 

 

To Partner In Mission 
Jesus directed his Apostles to view others who might preach the Gospel as allies rather than as rivals: 
John answered, ​“Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 
because he does not follow with us.” But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not against 
you is for you”​ (Luke 9:49-50). Likewise, the Apostle John urges Gaius to support “strangers” he 
encounters who are preaching the Gospel: ​Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for 
these brothers, strangers as they are, who testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send 
them on their journey in a manner worthy of God. For they have gone out for the sake of the name, 
accepting nothing from the Gentiles. Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow 
workers for the truth.​ In addition, the New Testament offers examples of both reciprocal mission (e.g., 
With him we are sending the brother who is famous among all the churches for his preaching of the gospel 
– 2 Corinthians 8:18) and common action to meet a particular need (e.g., the collection for Jewish 
Christians in Acts of the Apostles). Therefore,  

5. The SSPE is committed to supporting and cooperating with any and all who share its 
objectives 
 

6. The SSPE is committed to fostering understanding and reciprocal mission among 
nations within the church.   
 

7. The SSPE is committed to promoting shared mission to individuals and groups in 
similar circumstances (such as students, ethnic communities, artists, and the elderly).  
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Principles 
 
In pursuing these objectives, the SSPE and those with whom it partners in mission seek to be faithful 
to the following principles: 

1. To Identify And Foster The Gifts Of The Spirit In Others. 
The Apostle Paul teaches that​ to each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good ​(1 
Corinthians 12:7). The SSPE and those with whom it partners in mission strive to discern the 
spiritual gifts of those they serve and to equip them for the shared work of ministry (Ephesians 
4:12). 

2. To Use The Gifts We Have Already Received.  
At the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand, the Lord Jesus first asked the apostles for the 
food they already had and then provided what was lacking (Matthew 14:17-18). So too, The SSPE 
and those with whom it partners in mission send out those called to mission with the skills they 
already have and then provide whatever additional training may be needed. 

3. To Use All Mission Resources For The Common Good.  
So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. … He who 
plants and he who waters are one… we are God's fellow workers…​(1 Corinthians 3:7, 8-9). While 
there are a variety of laborers and a variety of gifts, there is only one harvest and one Lord of the 
Harvest. The SSPE and those with whom it partners in mission have a common mission and are 
committed to applying all of their resources from whatever source in the manner that best 
promotes that mission: ​Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common 
(Acts 4:32). 
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Personal Rule Of Life For Members Of The SSPE 
Every member of the SSPE annually shall prepare a PERSONAL RULE OF LIFE that 
incorporates in a manner appropriate to that member’s circumstances each of 15 commitments 
inherent in the Pauline approach to mission set forth in the SSPE’S RULE OF LIFE 

Duty Of The Missioner General 
It is the first duty of the MISSIONER GENERAL to ensure that the SSPE remains faithful to its 
call and mission as set forth in this Mission Covenant and to encourage and equip members for 
mission. 
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